WHY NEUTER?

There are 21,000 reasons why you should get your cat neutered - because that's potentially how many
offspring could result from one un-neutered female cat and her descendants in just seven years!

There is a cat over-population crisis in the UK today, which results in 1,000's of healthy but unwanted
cats and kittens being destroyed EVERY DAY because there are not enough homes to go round. This
sad fact is true also for dogs, and neutering is the only humane answer.

Neutering your cats, male or female, is the best and most humane way of reducing the stray cat
population, helping lower the instances of F.I.V. and fight-injuries, and preventing healthy cats from
being destroyed.

£££... Help! It's too expensive! - Need Help with Neutering Costs..? See our subsidised
neutering letter in the help and advice section

FEMALE CATS - 'Shouldn't we let her have
| one litter?'

] It is a complete myth that a female cat should

be allowed to have one litter. There is no

biological or psychological benefit to the cat

P _ _— whatsoever. If you allow your female cat to

| neglected cat bites 9 R e : have a litter, and manage to find homes for the
kittens, they have then used up homes that

kittens sitting in a rescue centre could have had, which may then end up being destroyed.

Many female cats come into season, get chased far from their home by un-neutered males and end up
completely lost, pregnant, and living on the streets. This is how feral cat colonies are formed. They
struggle to survive, often hungry, and frequently becoming sick or injured.

Many stray, un-neutered males carry the FIV virus, and female cats are often infected if they are bitten
during mating. Males often infect each other with FIV or feline leukaemia when fighting over a female.

A female cat should be neutered (spayed) at 5 - 6 months but can be neutered at any age. Neutering
can be done earlier, provided the kitten is in good health, but you will need to be guided by your vet. To
prevent unwanted litters, your kitten should be kept indoors until it is neutered. Even if your cat is to be
kept as an 'indoor cat', it is kinder to neuter her, as she will still come into season, which is very
frustrating for her and for you. Un-neuterd females are also more at risk of developing cystic ovaries and
the potentially fatal pyometra.

MALE CATS - if you love them, get them neutered!

When an un-neutered male reaches maturity, he will begin to roam further afield in his quest for
females, exposing himself to territory battles with other males, and risking his life on busy roads. Those
that roam too far will join the UK's estimated two and a half MILLION strays living on the streets today,
and face a very bleak future.

Un-neutered male cats are very aggressive towards other cats, particularly other un-neutered males.
Their fights result in horrific bite injuries, abscesses, damaged eyes, and infections such as FIV. With
no-one to take them to the vet, many injuries become infected, and often result in death.

Male cats should be neutered at six months, but can be neutered at any age thereafter. If your cat is
kept indoors, neutering is still the best option. Neutering will prevent him from become sexually
frustrated and continually trying to escape, and will also save you from the smelly problem of urine-
spraying. Having the snip will not ‘change his personality', that is another common myth without any
basis in fact.



